


Windows and SQL Azure  

Storage Deep Dive 

Rainer Stropek 

software architects gmbh 

rainer@software-architects.at 



Abstract 

Elasticity is what the world of cloud computing is all about. Do you quickly need more 

storage because of high load on your systems? No problem, in Windows Azure you 

can store up to 100 TB with a single account and create new SQL clusters within a 

few seconds. And the best: you just pay for what you really use. In this one day 

workshop Rainer Stropek, MVP for Windows Azure, presents the storage technologies 

of Windows and SQL Azure. Learn about blob and table storage as well as SQL 

Azure, Microsoftôs SQL Server in the cloud. Rainer will start by comparing the different 

storage options and giving you advice when to use what. Next you will see all storage 

systems of the Windows Azure Platform in action. The third part of the workshop dives 

deeper into SQL Azure. Rainer will cover the underlying architecture of SQL Azure 

including its security and firewall capabilities. You will see the differences between on-

premise SQL Server and SQL Azure and explore performance and cost benefits of the 

different sharding approaches that are typical for scale-out scenarios in the cloud.  
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Agenda 

ÅStorage in the Windows Azure Platform 

ÅWindows Azure Storage 

ǒBlob Storage 

ǒTable Storage 

ǒQueues 

ǒDrives 

ÅSQL Azure 



About The Content 

ÅCombination of publicly available material and 

my own content  

ÅExternal Sources 

ǒWinodws Azure Platform Training Kit (WAPTK) 

ǒTechEd North America 2011 (Channel 9) 

ǒWindows Azure Bootcamp 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/en/details.aspx?familyid=413e88f8-5966-4a83-b309-53b7b77edf78
http://channel9.msdn.com/Events/TechEd/NorthAmerica/2011/
http://www.azurebootcamp.com/
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Windows Azure Storage 

ÅStorage in the Cloud 

ǒScalable, durable, and available 

ǒAnywhere at anytime access 

ǒOnly pay for what the service uses 

ÅExposed via RESTful Web Services 

ǒUse from Windows Azure Compute 

ǒUse from anywhere on the internet 

ÅVarious storage abstractions 

ǒ Tables, Blobs, Queues, Drives 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Representational_State_Transfer
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd179463.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd179376.aspx
http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd179353.aspx
http://go.microsoft.com/?linkid=9710117
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